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t ies between myth ic  Coyote attr ibutes and Coyote behavior explained by 
zoolog ical research .  Because throughout the book he attempts to inter­
weave the reader's understanding of each of Coyote's traits, some of 
B right's crit ical discussions becomes redundant. The repetit ive structure 
would work ext remely well , however, for underg raduate students study­
ing  tr ickster l iteratu re or  l i terature of the American West . 
If instructors do adopt th is text, they shou ld be sensit ive to a 
couple of small p roblems with wording . In the "Coyote the Survivor" 
sect ion , for instance, a long excerpt from Snyder's The Old Ways ( 1 977) 
reads in part, "So, why do modern wri ters and some young people today 
look to Native American lore? . .  [T]here is someth ing to be learned from 
the Native American people about where we are. " Even though  Snyder 
goes on to make an excellent point about wh ite Americans' becoming  
more sensitive "to the spir i t  o f  place" rather than i mposing val ues of 
Eu ropean landscape onto th is  continent , the "we" above is exclusive and 
could marg inal ize non-Anglo students. Another problem of exc l usivity is 
one that Bright  addresses in "A Note about Term inology , "  saying that 
though  he is stuck with gender b ias in quotations, he w i l l  not use the 
exc lusive term "Man (kind) " in the segments of text that he has written­
yet he does use "man" several t imes. 
A Coyote Reader is  challeng ing , in that B ri g ht int roduces the 
reader to scholarly theory about th is paradoxical myth ic  fig u re. Yet the 
volume's real charm l ies in i ts wonderful range of Coyote lore, not omitt i ng  
the  scatolog ical and never, as  Bright  explains early anthropologists were 
wont to do, t ranslat ing those parts into Latin. 
Elizabeth McNei l 
Arizona State U n iversity 
Dickson D. Bruce,  J r. Archibald Grimke: Portrait of a Black Indepen­
dent. (Baton Rouge:  Lou is iana State Un ivers ity Press, 1 993). 
In th is superb work wh ich  is the first ful l -scale b iography of a man 
who played a major role in the drama that is African American h istory ,  
D ickson D .  Bruce, J r. emerges as both a master of arch ival detective work 
and story-tell ing . Th is professor of h istory at the University of Cal i fo rn ia 
at I rv ine depicts luc idly why G ri mke , thoug h  not of the statu re of Booker 
T. Wash i ngton or W. E . B .  D uBois, "was a major f ig u re of h is t ime" and that 
" h is thought and act ions were considered of g reat si gnif icance by h is  
contemporaries. " " H is l ife , "  Bruce sums up  q u ite aptly, "was a test i mony 
to h is efforts to confront both the demands and l im i tat ions posed by the 
rac ist world in wh ich he had to l ive" . 
This excel lent b iog raphy can be divided i nto th ree parts. The fi rst 
section details Gri mke's l i fe as a slave and later as a freedman. Althoug h  
h e  was the son of a s laveholder of a prominent South Carol ina fam ily who 
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d ied d ur ing  the you nger Gri mke's  early years , it was h is  i l l i terate s lave 
mother who provided the sustenance and guidance for h im and his 
brothers . After the war , he, a long with his brother Francis , attended 
L i ncol n U n iversity (Pen nsylvan ia) ;  and later with the ass istance of h i s  
abol it ion i st au nts , Ange l i ne  and  Sarah, Grimke became the second 
Afr ican American to graduate from the Harvard Law School .  After a 
marriage that ended i n  divorce, he was a part ic ipant in local and nat iona l  
pol i t ics , f irst as a Repub l ican and later as a Democrat, and the author of 
b iographies of Char les Summer and W i l l iam L loyd G arrison . Further­
more , Gri mke was the American consu l  to the Domi n ican Repub l ic  d ur ing 
the years between 1 894 and 1 898. 
The second and longest part of this b iography treats Gri mke's l i fe 
d uri n g  the ten years fol lowing his return from the Domi n ican Repub l i c  at 
age 50-a period that Bruce describes as "the most amb iguous [period] . . .  of 
h is  l i fe " .  D ur ing  these ti mes,  Gri mke was a prolific writer , and took Booker 
T. Washi n gton ' s  accomodation ist pos it ion to task, whi le at the same t ime 
worki n g  c losely with the Washi ngton machine. This section ends i n  1 9 1 4 , 
with Gr i mke , as Bruce descr i bes it , "find i ng  his p lace i n  the NAACP a 
source of sat isfaction and effectiveness . . .  ". 
The third and f ina l  section dep icts Grimke 's  rol e  as pres ident of 
the nation 's  largest branch of the NAAC P ,  which was located i n  Wash ing ­
ton ,  D . C. Battl i ng  segregation with some success a t  t imes , Grimke's 
career f ina l ly came to a close with his l i nkage to youn g  B lack rad ica ls ,  
s uch as A.  Phi l i p  Rando lph and Chand ler Owen ,  and his retirement from 
the NAACP i n  1 925. Growi ng s i lent ,  he d ied February 25 ,  1 930, after a 
l ong  i l l ness .  
I have one reservation about thi s  sp lend id  work-Bruce's ap­
proach often seems too cautious. Primarily because Gr imke was such a 
comp lex f ig ure , he demands a more psycho-ana lytica l  treatment than 
Bruce offers. A bolder presentation wou ld  have perhaps given this reader 
more i ns i ghts into Grimke's ambiguous and vacil lating  pos it ions .  No 
matter. Thi s  work can stand on its own and wi l l  be a va luable addition  to 
the growing body of l iterature on African  American leadership . 
Vernon J. W i l l i ams ,  Jr . 
P urdue U nivers ity 
A.A.  Carr. Eye Killers. American Indian Literature and Crit ical Stud­
ies Series, Vol .  1 3 . (Norman : U n ivers ity of Oklahoma Press, 1 995) 
344 pp . ,  $ 1 9 .95.  
Melissa Roanhorse is  having a tough day. Her mother has a 
dr i nki ng  prob lem,  her fish keep dying ,  and she has to contend with the 
everyday pressures of being a high school sophomore which, by them-
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